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Ca. 1855 Minnesota Map 
Found on p. 52-53 of: Lanegran, David A.  Minnesota on the Map: A historical atlas.  
St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2008.  Alcuin Library G 1426 .S1 L3 2008.  
Attributed therein to Colton’s Atlas of the World, 1855, New York: J. H. Colton.  
Minnesota, no. 49. 
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1855 Minnesota Map (zoomed in) 
Found on p. 52-53 of: Lanegran, David A.  Minnesota on the Map: A historical atlas.  
St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2008.  Alcuin Library G 1426 .S1 L3 2008.  
Attributed therein to Colton’s Atlas of the World, 1855, New York: J. H. Colton.  
Minnesota, no. 49. 
 
2 
St. Cloud Priory on the banks of the Mississippi 
Top: Henry Emmel sketch; Photo from Worship & Work p. 38f 
3 
1856 Wimmer visit 
Text from Worship & Work, p. 44   
Photos http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/11595/show/10953 
4 
Scouting the “Indianbush” with Wimmer 




Credit Bruno Riess for St. John’s final location 




Early Chronology: back and forth between St. Cloud and Indianbush 
7 
1874 Atlas: St. John’s College is on the map; Lake Sagatagan is sketchy 
1874 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minnesota –Stearns County, p. 155 
http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/ref/collection/mhs/id/1020 
8 
Farming and St. Joseph townships are split to form Collegeville Township 
from Natural History of Collegeville, Minnesota, p. 4 of the pdf 
by Alexius Hoffmann, O.S.B. (originally written in 1926, finished in 1934).  
9 
1874 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minnesota, p. 155 
http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/ref/collection/mhs/id/1020 
10 
1896 plat book maps, with OSB land holdings noted 
1896 Plat maps\Collegeville Township NE 1896 cropped; 1896 Plat maps\St Joseph 
Township NW 1896 
http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/stearns/id/389/rec
/1  




Close-up of features noted in the 1896 Plat book 
1896 Plat Book of Stearns County, Minnesota by C.M. Foste – p. 43, Collegeville 
Township, Saint John’s College 
http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/stearns/id/389/rec
/1  
p. 27, Avon Township; p. 43, Collegeville Township 
12 
By 1925, the southwest plot has been sold. 
1925 Plat Book Stearns County, Minnesota  
Alcuin Library G 1428.S6 F27 
13 
1938 aerial photos: crops and pasture 
14 
1963 Plat book: wetlands? 
15 
1965: Indistinct wetlands appear, but no Gemini Lakes yet 
1965 USGS 1965 C02 01 
16 
Fr. Paul Schwietz spearheaded the prairie and wetland restoration project 
Text fromThe Record Sept. 28, 2000 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34456/show/34445 
Photo from O:\Institutional Advancement SJU\Advancement Photo 
Archive\Advancement Photo Archive_Main Folder\Arboretum 
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2011 Trails map and 1965 Topographical map compared 
http://www.csbsju.edu/Documents/Arboretum/land_steward/Maps/2011TrailMap.p
df 
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